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When all is said and done, the
first inductees into the Arkansas
Swimming Hall of Fame may be re
m�mbered for just that - being
the first.
:But they will also be remem
bered for what they have done to
.deserve the honor, not just be
cause �hey were the first.
· Inqucted Saturday night were
Keena Rothhammer, Arkansas's
first Olympic gold medalist; , Pat
Miles, a gold medalist in the Pan
American Games; the late Jimmy
Miller, founder of Miller's Swim
Gym; Bob Courtway, the athletic
director at Hendrix college and a
longtime.. coach; Jud Bryan, an
early supporter,of amateur swim�
ming in the state; Pat ·Riley Sr,.,
founder of the Little Rock Racquet
Club, "'and John Brooks, an early
supporter and coach.
Keena Rothhammer

Rothhamrper, though she lived
at Houston when she won her gold
medal, began her car�er as a young
swimmer at Little Rock.
She started at the YWCA when
she was 5 years old and quickly
progressed to one of the top under8 swimmers in the state, setting re
cords in freestyle, backstroke and
butterfly.
When she moved into the 9-10
age group, the story was the same.
She began winning almost at will,
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but moved to Houston to cqncen
trate on qualifying for the Olym
pics.
Rothhammer thought of herself
as a backstroke specialist, but con
centrated more on freestyle in the
months befored the Olympic Trials
and qualified for the 200, 400 and
800 freestyle for the 1972 Games
at Munich. She eventually won the
gold in the 800 meters in 8 min
utes, 53.68 seconds, although she
considered the 400 meters to be
her best shot at a medal.
Prior to 1984, when the United
States had a golden harvest at the
Los Angeles games, she was one of
the last American individual
medal winners in swimming.
After the games, Rothhammer
returned to Little Rock for a 'clinic
where she started, the YWCA.
Pat Miles

Miles captured his gold, medal in
the 1,500 mf:lters at the Pan Ameri
can Games with a meet record of
1� minutes, 32 secontls 1 August 10,
1971. It was the highlight of his c11reer.
.,
.
Earlier that year, at the Winter
AAU Nationals'at Pullman, Wash.,
Miles was fifth in the 1,650-yard
freestyle. After his return from
the Garp.es, Miles. finished eighth.in
the 1,500 at the Summer AAU Na
tionals at Dallas.
Several months later, swimming
for Southern Illinois University,
Miles was eighth in the 500--yatd
freestyle and fifth in the 1,650;-

yard freestyle •at the NCAA championships at West Point, N. Y.
To top everything off, he was
named the Arkansas athlete of the
year by the AAU.
In 1970, a year before his Pan
American G"ames triumph, Miles
received the Charles T. Meyers
Foundation award for excellence
in athletics.

John Brooks
Brooks and swimming first came
together in the e,arly 1930s, at age
10, When he had a job at the White
City Swimming Pool. But that pool
closed in 1939 and War Memorial
Pool opened two years later. By
this time, Brooks was old enough
to teach swimming and work as a
lifeguard.
When he joined the Marines, he
swam on the Corps team as well as
teaching other Marines to swim.
After the war he returned to Little
Rock as assistant manager at War
Memorial.
In the late 1950s, his children be
gan swimming and he became in
terested in what , was to become
age-group swimming. He and Mil
ler joined forces te put the state's
first age-group meet together at
War Memorial.
Brooks was swimming chairman
for the age-group program from
1959 to 1962. In 1962 he built his
own pool and started Brooks Swim
School. In 1966 he coached the Lit
tle Rock YMCA team and from
1967 to 1969 he was the coach of

In 1969, Brooks started a busi
ness that didn't allow him to con
tinue coaching, but it did allow him
to stay in the swimming business.
Now he builds residential and com-� mercial swimming pools through
. out the state.
Jimmy Miller
Miller's start in swimming was
somewhat of an accident, but it
was no accident that he began
teaching youngsters to swim.

In the early part of the 1950s,
there �asn't a lot of knowledge
a:bout age-group swimming but
Miller held clinics and worked
with groups to tell them about it.
He was there when the state
played host to its first age-group
meet in 1958 ..
But the lack of an adequate pool
for practice was the major problem
facing Miller. He began teaching in
a backyard pool that measured 18
by 37½feet.

That problem was put by the
wayside in 1968 with th� comple
tion of a 50-meter Olympic-sized
pool at what is now the Westside
YMCA. At that time it was Miller's
Swim Gym and Miller was a full
time swimming coach.
Miller still wasn't satifisfied. He
wanted a 25-meter indoor pool,
which was constructed at the same
site several years later.
Miller died May 16, 1974.
Bob Courtway

Courtway has been active in
swimming programs since 1954
when he coached at Wilson High
School.
From 1961 to 1978, he either
was the head (11 years) or assist
ant coach (six years) of the Hen
drix swim team. During that time,
the Warriors had a record of 120
victories, 52 losses. and two ties,
and won eight Arkansas Intercolle
giate Conference championships,
seven of them consecutively.
Courtway sent swimmers to the
· . NAIA championships from 1983 to
1973 and in 1977-78 .
Since 1962, Courtway has
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swimmer at Little Rock.
She started at the YWCA when
she was 5 years old and quickly
progressed to one of the top under8 i,,wimmers in the state, setting re
cords in freestyle, backstroke and
butterfly.
. ·
'
When she moved into the 9-10
age group, the story was the same.
She began winning almost at will,

AAU Nationals at Pullman, Wash.,
Miles was fifth in the 1,650-yard
freestyle. After his return from
the Games, Miles finished eighth.in
the 1,500 at 'the Summer AAU Na
tionals at Dallas.
Several months later, swimming
for Southern Illinois University,
Miles was eighth in the 500-yard ·
freestyle and fifth in the 1,650;-

ler joined forces to put the state's
first age-group meet together at
War Memorial.
Brooks was swimming chairman
for the age-group program from
1959 to 1962. In 1962 he built his
own pool and started Brooks Swim
School. In 1966 he coached the Lit
tle Rock YMCA team and from
1967 to 1969 he was the coach of
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Courtway has been active in ·
swimming programs since 1954
when he coached at Wilson High
·
School.
From 1961 to 1978, he either
was the head (11 years) or assist-.,
ant coach (six years) of the Hen
drix swim team. During that time,
the Warriors had a record of 120
victories, 52 losses. and two ties,
and won eight Arkansas Intercolle
giate Conference championships,
seven of them consecutively.
Courtway sent swimmers to the
NAIA championships from 1983 to
1.973 and in 1977-78.
Since 1962, Courtway has
served as an unpaid swimming
coach at Conway High School and
founded and coached the Hendrix;
Aquakids age-group swim team.
Also in 1962; Courtway founded
the Hendrix College Third Grade
Learn-to-Swim Program in an ef
fort to teach all the city's third
grade students to swim. In 1966,
he was given the Conway Chamber
of Commerce's Distinguished Ser
vice Award for the program.
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JudJJryan

Bryan become involved in the
Arkansas age-group program in
the early 1960s when his children
· enrolled in a learn-to-swim pro•

-Staff Photo by Jeff Bowen
SWIMMING HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES: Bottom Brooks. Top row: Pat Riley, Jud Bryan and Patrick Miles. Jimmy
row, from left: Or. Bob Courtway, Keena Rothhammer and John Miller was inducted posthumously.

) 'gra� at th� Little Rock Boys' ciub.
,, The children were ericouraged to
join the swim team at the club,
coached, at that time, by Miller.
Bryan got interested in the sport ..
and began studying swimming and
its rules. He soon became involved
in meet organization and training
of officials.
He served several teams as the
age-group wimming chairman fqr ''
Arkansas and served on a number
of national age-group committees.
He later served as senior swim
min� chairman for Ar_kansas.
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